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ABSTRACT
In a longitudinal study of student performance at

Harper College, a sample of full-time and part-time students who
enrolled at the college in the fall semesters during the years 1967
through 1972 was studied. The results of the study showed that in
1969 and 1970 more students were leaving before they accumulated 15
hours credit, and fewer were completing the college's programs. The
trend was reversed in the later years, with students persisting at
higher levels. The average GPA of the students was higher in the last
three years than in any of the previous three years. The factor
affecting GPA most was age, with students 21 and over earning half a
grade point higher average than those students under 21 years of age.
In addition, students enrolled in career courses earned about
one-fifth of a grade point higher than did those in
baccalaureate-oriented courses. The details of the study are provided
in three tables. (Author/DB)
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Longitudinal studies are designed to determine the probability
of how students will perform at Harper over a period of years. These

studies differ from student follow-up studies in that they sample
students as they begin enrollment at Harper. Follow-up studies,

on the other hand, sample students who have already reached a specified
achievement level (alumni status or pass between 12 and 48 credit hours)

at Harper. Furthermore, this longitudinal study only follows performance

at Harper while follow-up studies follow the student wherever he or she

goes. In this longitudinal study a sample of full-time and part-time
students were followed who began enrollment at Harper in the fall
semesters of 1967 through 1972.

The results of these studies produced the following conclusions:

1. In 1969 and 1970 more students were leaving before
accumulating 15 hours and fewer were completing
programs here. However, in the last few years the
trend has reversed and students appear now to be
persisting at the levels reached in 1967 and 1968.
This means that 55 to 56% of full-time students
returned the following year after starting and at
least another 35% come back at a later time so
that now 90% of full-time students will return
one or more years after starting and at least

31% will accumulate 48 hours or more while at

Harper. For those who start as part-time students
577. or more will return one year or later from
the time of starting and over 127. will accumulate
24 credit hours or more.

2. The average GPA of students at Harper has been
higher in the last 3 years as compared to the
average GPA of the three previous years. In

table 3 a Fall 1972 grade analysis shows which
factors affect GPA. The table shows day and
evening GPA are about equal as are part-time
and full-time CPA's. The big factor is age as
students 21 and over earn a half a grade point
higher average than students under 21. Also

students enrolled in career courses earn about
1/5 of a gradepoint higher than bacculaureate
oriented courses.

The details of the study are shown in the following three tables.
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